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Two GWProfessors

Receive National Grants

Professor Mitchell Wins Sloan Grant to Study
Neoclassical Economic Paradigm Alternatives
Bv SADIE SA NCHEZ

Staff Writer
Professor Lawrence Mitchell was
notified on October 6, 1998, that he had
received a substantial grant from the Alfred
P. Sloan Foundation of New York to begin
funding a study of business associated with
GW law school.
The study is to explore alternative
models to the neoclassical economic para
digm that many scholars say drives the cor
porate world. Mitchell, who has done 12
years of scholarly work in this area, finds
that traditional, conservative scholars tend
to "marginalize those who take other ap
proaches to the world."
Grossly oversimplified, according to
Mitchell, the basic assumption of the neo
classical theory is that human beings want
to maximize their own wealth and that cor
porations which are private property (thus,
not the concern of the state) are best left to
function according to market forces. The
corporation's goal then becomes the maxi
mized profit of the stockholder which, in
turn, bears enormous consequences for the
individual and society.
Mitchell, who finds this old paradigm
"wrong [both] practically and morally,"
seeks to "pave the way for the develop
ment." "Part of the fun" of this program is
seeing what will evolve. He is hopeful that
the program will further "stimulate research
to go beyond what has prevailed in corpo
rate law."
This program will provide "a forum
and tools for other people to employ unfa
miliar material ... to come up with their
own approaches [to develop a] consensus
idea of what the corporation should be,"
Mitchell said.
Mitchell, who wants "no political
bias" associated with the program, realized
a need for a project like this about two or
three years ago. Although there are many
law schools across the country with a simi

lar program, those often have a "narrow
ness of methodology" from which this new
program departs.
Through the advice of others, includ
ing faculty at the GW law school, Mitchell
contacted the Sloan Foundation, which was
interested in expanding into the corporate
arena and making Washington, D.C., a cen

ter for such studies. The grant officer, Gail
Pesyna, proved to be especially helpful in
getting this project on its feet. Pesyna, who
is knowledgeable about corporate law, took
the time to read everything Mitchell ever
wrote and was thus able to proffer excel
lent advice in writing the original proposal
and subsequent redrafts.
Other than the guidance of Pesyna,
Mitchell went through the steps to submit
a grant proposal with little aid. This past
May, Mitchell was asked to conduct a semi
nar for the proposal, which was followed
by submission of a redrafted proposal in
June. While the grant proposal was "never
altered in concept," the actual program's
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Professor Meier and Domestic Violence
Advocacy Project Win DOJ Grant
BY DAVID HALE

News Editor
The domestic violence clinic an
nounced plans to expand its services after
receiving a $200,892 grant from the U.S.
Department of Justice last week.
"We are delighted to have received
this grant," said Professor Joan Meier, Di
rector of the Domestic Violence Advocacy
Clinic.
The grant will allow the clinic to
hire a new faculty supervisor who will su
pervise additional students. The clinic will
also begin bringing in psychology gradu
ate students to work with the law students
and clients.
"I see the award as a vote of confi
dence that the Justice Department sees our
interdisciplinary model as one which it
wants to see disseminated and followed

"/ see the award as a vote of
confidence that the Justice
Department sees our
interdisciplinary model as
one which it wants to see
disseminated and followed
around the country."
- Professor Meier
around the country," Meier said.
To that end, part of the grant will
go to organizing a national conference on
interdisciplinary lawyering in domestic
violence cases, to be attended by clinical
faculty and legal aid attorneys.
The clinic will also be developing a
new program for first and second year stu
dents which will have the students remain
on 24-hour call to speak to victims of do

CDO 1L Orientation Disappointing
BY ALEXANDRA HILL

Staff Writer

The GW Career Development Office (CDO) spon
sored a 1L orientation on Saturday, October 17, 1998.
There was a large turnout, with more students than the
conference room LL101 could hold, filling up an adjoin
ing room where the speakers were simulcast.
"It was a very good progiam with information im
portant to any job search. Some 1L evening students told
me the information didn't seem as applicable to their ex
periences. I am encouraged that the CDO recognizes the
experiences of many evening students and has asked me
for a time to meet with our section to discuss the resources
they have available," said 1L evening SBA Representative
Sean Grygiel.
The four hour program consisted of introductory in
spirational comments by D ean Michael Young, follow ed
by commentary by several members of the CDO office,
current GW students, alumni, and resume tips from a DC
Director of Marketing, Eileen Billinson.
While the 1L consensus seemed to be that the pro
gram was generally helpful, there was dissatisfaction ex
pressed by some evening students.

"Students were reminded to wash their hands be
fore going on an interview, to spellcheck their resumes,
and to remember to dress nicely. I've had three jobs, so
I'm fairly confident I d on't need to be reminded of these
things," said a 1L who did not wish to be named. "Also, I
don't know that I'd put my school experience first on my
resume [as the seminar advised], because my work experi
ence is so much more impressive."
The majority of evening students maintain profes
sional positions in addition to attending GW.
"I was disappointed that nothing seemed to apply to
me. I was waiting to hear when it would be important for
me to take a leave of absence from my company to get
legal experience elsewhere. But they only talked about the
students who were going to be looking for legal work ev
ery summer," said another 1L evening student, Erie Wexler.
"While parts of the session were helpful, much of
the material was targeted at the lowest common denomi
nator," said Brian Smith, a 1L evening student, referring
to some of the more basic components of the seminar.
Smith continued, "I don't think it's fair to criticize with
out offering suggestions for improvement." He outlined a
possible plan of separating the 1L program into two groups,

See CDO pg 11

mestic violence who come into an emer
gency room.
The clinic already uses a
multidisciplinary approach. In addition to
law professor Meier, the clinic isco-taught
by Mary Ann Dutton, a clinical psycholo
gist.
The grant came from the Depart-

ment of Justice as part of a new emphasis
on civil justice remedies in addition to
criminal justice reforms in response to
domestic violence. The program is part
of the ViolenceAgainst Women Act. Each
state and territory received one grant,
ranging from $39,000 toalmost $300,000.
"Too many victims can't get the
help they need to pursue civil remedies,"
Attorney General Janet Reno said when
announcing the grants.
Only five law school programs re
ceived grants, with the rest going to legal
aid societies and domestic violence cen
ters. The four other schools were the Uni
versity of California at Davis, the Uni-

See MEIER pg 11
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Letters to the Editor
Professor Turley
To the Editor:

M LAST R LAST...
BY TRAVIS SKAGGS

Features Editor
It's that time of year again. October 31. All Hallows Eve.
Seven-year-olds in plastic Teletubbies outfits scamper throughout
suburbia in search of Snickers Bars, while bored teenaged hooligans
decorate the neighbor's house with eggs and toilet paper.
And GW Law students prepare for that tradition of traditions,
the SBA Halloween party. Law students, drunk out of their mind or at
least trying desperately to be, crowding around the dance floor,
crowding around the bar, basically just crowding around. Looking for
love or a simple hookup.
There must be a better way. While it is possible to enjoy oneself
at this annual event (Saturday,
Halloween night at The Rock
starting at 9:30PM), lLs and
other law school denizens should
not feel compelled by the seductive
sounds of the SBA to do the GW
thing and attend. There are other
alternatives.
Other clubs throughout the DC area are holding their own
Halloween extravaganzas, including Heaven and Hell, Madam's Organ,
and Chief Ike's Mambo Room, just to name a scant few. The place to be
will be the Black Cat, where Peaches O'Dell and Her Blackcat Orchestra
will delight the crowd with swing music and extravagant regalia.
This is not a declaration that the SBA party will suck. In fact, fun
times are known to be had by many participants. Just take this as a
warning that others have not had such entertaining times. But SBA
party, some other club, or just a night watching scary movies at home
while getting wasted with friends, please do something.
This is the last official opportunity for fun before the inevitability
of finals preparation comes upon us. Do not spend Halloween evening
studying in the law school library until the wee hours of the night. Have
some fun. Save outlining for November. Halloween is for simple
explosions of merriment. So please, take care of yourselves and each
other
Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the George Wash
ington University Law School. House Editorials represent the views of a majority of
Nota Bene's Editorial Board. Any person objecting to views expressed in House Edito
rials are invited to express their opinions in a letter to the editor. Editorial Policies of
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Professor Turley has recently come
under fire for his numerous television ap
pearances. It is clear from both the Wash
ington Post and Nota Bene's articles on the
subject that Mark Glaze's entrapment "ex
periment" with professor Turley was as
much motivated by his political support of
the president as by his fear that professor
Turley was neglecting his professorial du
ties. I find it odd that Mr. Glaze, who is
not a student of Professor Turley, found it
objectionable that the professor did not
promptly return a phone call from him,
while at the same time finding it completely
permissible for Professor Saltzburg to be
late to Glaze's class to do similar televi
sion appearances. Perhaps the motivation
is that Professor Turley has been outspo
ken in calling for President Clinton's im
peachment, and Professor Saltzburg has
been more reserved in his opinions of the
Clinton sex and perjury scandal.
Over the last nine months I have
been extremely pleased with George Wash
ington Law School's prominence in debat
ing the constitutional issues surrounding
the Clinton Presidency. From Rosen to
Turley we have a spectral array of opin
ion. Many of our professors have stepped
out into the limelight to express their views.
We sh ould support them in these efforts.

meant that even an unenlightened indi
vidual can interpret and express opinions
on the meanings of the U.S. Constitution.
Persons can choose to listen, ignore, or de
bate the opinions, but they can't prevent
them from being expressed. No one needs
the blessing of the Washington Post, Mark
Glaze, or any one else for their opinions to
have worth. They inherently have worth
just being said, if for nothing more then to
show that the First Amendment still has
meaning.

Gregory H. Revera
3L - Day
Professor Turley responds to the
Mark Glaze issue on page 4.
-The Editors

Recycling

Dear Editor:

I had to laugh a bit as I read your
recent editorial concern about recycling (or
the lack thereof) in the Law School. I too
have been mesmerized by the distribution
and variety of sizes, shapes, and colors of
trash/recycling receptacles in the building.
But in the end, you see, it does not matter.
The "recycling thing" is a sham. Do you
really think your aluminum can placed in
the correct container will end up being re
cycled? I encourage you and your staff of
crack investigative journalists to follow the
trash bags some night. See where they go.
Their prominence in the national media 1 would be willing to bet that even on the
draws much needed attention to the law remote chance there was a pure container
school. I ca n hear Georgetown cringe ev of recyclable material in the school—it
ery time John McLaughlin or Chris would be dumped in with the rest of the
Matthews secures a GW rather than a garbage.
Georgetown professor to debate the issues.
Some tree huggers insist on separat
It would be of great concern to me if the ing their trash so that their conscience is
media was not interested in what GW pro clear, but it really does no good. To my
fessors had to say. That would show a less knowledge it was not until last week that
ening of esteem for our institution. Further, the DC trash...uh, I mea n sanitation engi
GW is not alone in having professors de neers once again began to offer recycling
bate these constitutional issues. For ex pick-up for residential customers. I would
ample, one can scarcely turn on a televi be surprised if they had been picking up
sion these days without hearing Alan GW recyclables all this time. Surprise me.
Dershowitz's complaints of Ken Starr's in
vestigation. I wonder if the faculty and stu
-Skeptical in Stockton
dents of Harvard are concerned with his
possible neglect of professorial responsibili
Dear Skeptical in Stockton:
ties.
The Washington Post and Mr. Glaze
Thanksfor your letter. Just to clarify:
challenged Professor Turley's expertise in
regardless
of DC's recycling situation, GW
constitutional law. In an October 10 edito
uses
private
contractors for both trash and
rial Professor Turley responded, noting his
recycling.
But
the Nota Bene is still trying
teaching and practical experience in con
to
figure
out
what
actually happens to
stitutional law and government service.
recyclables
at
the
law
School.
Although I am certain Professor Turley has
adequate experience to beconsidered a con
-The Editors
stitutional expert for the purposes of the
Washington Post, I am saddened by a ny
Dear Editor:
one who would express the opinion that the
constitution is only for an elite few to deci
Thanks for the editorial on recycling.
pher and then explain to the rest of uslowly
It is a pain here at the Law Schoolindividuals. Quite to the contrary, our con
and
you
are right in that so many times stu
stitution is a document for and ofthe people.
It is not overly complex, and many of the dents and faculty make itworse by contami
original debaters had little practical legal nating the recycling bins.
ELA worked up a good plan least
experience.
One of the greatest assets to our con year—hopefully we c an implement it this
stitution is embodied in the First Amend year.
Nota Bene will be invaluable in get
ment, "Congress shall make no law ...
ting
the
word out.
abridging the freedom of speech...." For
almost 208 years this simple one sentence
explanation of a fundamental right has

-Professor Larry Hourcle

Letters for the next issue are due in the Nota Bene box in
the Record's Office by NOVEMBER 4, 3:00 pm.
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Nota Bene is published bi-weekly by the students of
The George Washington University Law School. Its office is
located in the basement at 2008 G Street,NW, Washington D.C
20052,
(202) 676-3879.
Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the
views of The George Washington University Law School or
Nota Bene. Editorials represent the views of a majority of the
Editorial Board. Opinion columns are reflective of the views
ofthe column's author(s). In articles, the source ofinformation
is identified, and an attempt is made to present a balanced view.
In letters, the veracity of statements is strictly the responsibility
of the authors).
Nota Bene will consider for publication all articles,
letters, anno uncements, cartoons or op inion pieces submitted
by 5:00 p.m. onthe Wednesday before publication. All contri
butions must be submitted in WordPerfect, on a diskette,
which will be returned approximately one week after publica
tion. Letters should be no longer than 500 words and other
submissions should be no longer than 1000 words. Nota Bene
strives to treat all submissions in a fair and uniform manner.
However, due to space constraints, submissions may be omit
ted and Nota Bene will make reasonable efforts to print them
in a later issue. Its editorial policies are available for inspec
tion by any person during normal business hours.

What's so bad about
Justice Thomas?
Law school provides us all with several opportuni
ties to increase our anxiety level: participation in the
Socratic method, exam time, fall interviewing, Law Re
view competition, just to name a few. Selection of a Com
mencement speaker was not meant to be on the list. As all
graduating students know, a questionnaire was recently
put out by the SBA to get an idea from students on whom
they would like as a Commencement speaker. Among the
top student choices are former President Jimmy Carter and
Justice Clarence Thomas. (The other listed choices in
clude Wilma Lewis, U.S. Attorney for the District of Co
lumbia; Mario Cuomo, former Governor of NewYork; two
federal judges; and two lines for write in choices. Final
determinations and offers are made by the administ
ration.)
There has been much reaction to the prospect of Jus
tice Thomas speaking at Commencement. Comments have
included "If he speaks, I w on't attend," and "Who could
possibly think we want to hear him!" A Supreme Court
Justice-imagine that.

BY JUANITA FERGUSON

Many Americans have followed Justice Thomas' ca
reer since he first gained notoriety during the Anita Hill
hearings. While many of h is opinions have been looked
upon with disfavor, particularly among African-Americans
and liberals, it is unwise, as budding legal professionals,
to discount that Justice Thomas has achieved what only a
handful of American have everor will ever hope toachieve,
to abjudicate issues in the highest Court of our land. This
institution is the last bastion of the impressed and the
wronged, and whether or not we sub scribe to the views of
those who are appointed to sit in one of those esteemed
nine chairs, we of all people are in the best position to
appreciate the hard work and legal acumen that it takes to
sit on the Supreme Court.
The SBA is attempting to make this year's Com
mencement one of the best ever. Whichever speaker ulti
mately delivers the Commencement address, the ceremony
promises to be one filled with pomp, circumstance, and
lasting memories.

Nothing Useful Said at Judicial
Meeting

BY ANONYMOUS

Advertise in Nota Bene
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percent District of Columbia sales tax, due to Nota Bene.
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1/4 page (5" x 8") = $100
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The Judicial Clerkship Orientation Meeting—what
a waste of time!
The meeting held last week was just more proof for
the theory that law professors, given a room full of stu
dents, will take the opportunity to ramble incessantly about
nothing in particular.
I went into the meeting, which was put on by the
Judicial Clerkship Committee, hoping to hear about reallife experiences that our faculty has had while clerking. 1
wanted to hear what clerking was really like.
Instead, because the presenting faculty app arently
thought it to be too much trouble to prepare anything to
say at the meeting, I h eard a complete reiteration of the
Judicial Clerkship Handbook. I got a copy of the hand
book at the beginning of the meeting. I know how to read.
I left the meeting feeling like I had just wasted an
hour and a half being read to.
Another disappointment: Dean Michael Young. The
meeting was advertised as "Featuring the Dean of the Law
School." And yes, Dean Young got to talk first. But for

the life of me, I could not figure out what he was talking
about. He told a story about clerking, but I guess I missed
the point. It didn't make me feel very enlightened.
To top it all off, none of the members of the commit
tee showed us the secret how-to-get-a-federal-appellateclerkship handshake.
The meeting was followed by the obligatory catered
reception. The student body (which included those from
the meeting and people who just came for the food) man
aged to devour all the chicken fingers an d baby quiche
within ten minutes. If you didn't leave the meeting early,
you didn't have a chance. Then everyone stood around!,
wondering what to say to members of the faculty.
Don't get me wrong, I not trying to say that doing a
clerkship is a bad idea. I want to do one myself. And I
know the Judicial Clerkship Committee does a tremen
dous amount of work in organizing everyone's application
packets. I know I wouldn't want to lick 10,000 stamps for
letters of recommendation!
Just please, please, don't waste my time.

THE VIEW FROM HERE
By Dean John F. Lord
October - octo - latin - ten. When did the misty
month of pentameter begin to assume such mythic and
mystical proportions? One fool's ritual is another fellow's
pretension; one harlequin's quixotic tilting at windmills is
another's good faith quest. The very act of attempted dis
covery can be threatening to the faint of heart. There are
rules , after all - where would we be if we didn't follow
them? Where have we gotten when we have? Is medioc
rity a result of culture or nurture? The Druids thought
they had answers for these questions. In the Druidic cal
endar, the 31" of October bisected the harvest season and
marked the mid-point between the dog days of "Canicu
lar" (so named for the "dog star" Sirius, siriously) and the
winter solstice. It also marked for the Celts their own "New
Year's Eve", as they commenced their new lunar cycle on
November 1".
The shamans, seanachies and warlocks who fabri
cated these mystical aspects of celtic culture marked the
beginning of each new year with the Festival of Samhain.
It was believed that all those who had died in a state of
grace during the prior year were made to while away their
time in a limbo-like place until this date, and then began
their treacherous journey to the Other World on the Feast
of Samhain. In each hamlet and glen, a bonfire was lit in
the center triangle to honor the spirits of the recently de
ceased and to assist them as they made their way to the
Other Side. Animal and human sacrifices were also com
mon; these were intended to keep the malevolent spirits of
those who had died in a state of "black soul" from interfer
ing with the lives of the village's children.

Just as the Christian holiday of Christ
mas evolved from the ancient Roman fertility
festival of Lupercal, well-meaning Christian
missionaries began, sometime during the sixth
century, to attempt to force their animist wards
and would-be converts into abandoning their
pantheistic beliefs. To this end, these clerics
attempted, with spectacular failure, to substi
tute the Christian celebration of " All Saints
Day" for the Druidic Feast of Samhain. In an
attempt to co-opt the wise elders in the local
gaeltacht (which term refers to the Irish-speak
ing population) the feast was also nominated
'All Hallows', which translated as "sanctified"
or "holy". In this way, the missionaries sought
to dovetail their own religious agenda into the
ancient druidic practices. And, as the church's
intolerance for the wizards' stubborn refiisal
to abandon their indigenous practices in
creased, those who continued to celebrate
Samhain were branded as witches and put to
death. Even these inquisitorial atrocities failed
to extinguish the eternal practices of the (noth
ing if not stubborn) Celts and Druids.
During the glory days of Samhain,
elaborately-figured countenances were carved out of tur
nips, which grew wild all over central and western Eu
rope, and illuminated from within by beeswax hivecombs.
The story , still related to Irish children today, i s that a
blacksmith named Jack cut a deal with Satan in which he
promised to hand over his soul upon his death to Beelzebub
in return for undiminished joy in this world. Having made

his deal with the devil, Jack went about having an awfully
good time, but when he finally passed (of consumption) he
had so alienated both Godand the Devil tlu t ither Heaven
nor Hell would have anything to do with hi
And so, it is
said, he took a bushel of fire from the Ring of Hades, put it
in his hollowed-out turnip, and hit the road To this day.

See LORD pg 11
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Professor Turley Responds
"My actual students have a variety of methods to meet with me or to discuss issues of concern."
Dear Editor:
In your last issue, an article appeared about a con
troversy involving a student named Mark Glaze who
claimed that he had proof that I was inaccessible to my
students and that I had sacrificed my students during the
White House crisis.
In the past, when reporters statedthat they werecalled
by M r. Glaze with his story, I did not make a statement
and instead referred these reporters to Mr. Glaze and the
two letters that I sent him on this matter. Mr. Glaze, how
ever, has continued to pursue this story and has added al
legations challenging my academic credentials and per
sonal integrity. Accordingly, I believe that the facts of this
incident and the underlying allegations should be fully
presented.
First, as a threshold matter, Mr. Glaze is neither
in a position to speak for my students nor to judge my
accessibility in courses. Mr. Glaze is not one of my stu
dents and has never been one of my students. My actual
students have a variety of methods to meet with me or to
discuss issues of concern. They often rely on e-mail (for
reply by the end of the day) or appointments which are
made without exception. (Since the contents of my office
remain under seal due to the Area 51 case, I meet with
students by appointment as opposed to set office hours.

...it would not have been a difficult
task to engineer a return call by
leaving a fradulant message. One
needs only to be willing to lie.
This has been my practice for years and has nothing to do
with the White House crisis.)
Mr. Glaze believes that, if he left a message with my
secretary as he alleges, I would be under some obligation
to call him to discuss this crisis. He is mistaken. My prior
ity as a professor and litigation director runs to my actual
students and clients. My office receives dozens of calls
each day from people who have a variety of thoughts on
my commentary, my clients, or my cases. This is precisely
why my secretary screens for calls from actual students or
clients for priority calls.
Second, unlike Mr. Glaze, my actual students are
in a position to judge these issues. This is why my stu
dents are asked to evaluate my in-class and out-of-class
performance every term. The Whitewater/Lewinsky crisis
has covered two prior academic terms. In the last two
terms, I have taught two large classes during this peak
period of commentary. In the Fall Torts class end
ing Janu
ary 1998, my actual students gave me an overall in-class
performance rating of 4.96 out of 5.0. On the question of
"accessibility of students outside of class," these students
gave me a 4.57 out of 5.0. In the Environmental Course
ending in May 1998, my actual students gave me an over
all in-class performance rating of 4.84 and an out-of-class
accessibility ranking of 4.53. Ironically, my accessibility
scores have actually risen during the crisis.
Third, Mr. Glaze never requested an appointment
and called my secretary for the sole purpose of establish
ing a record to support his claims. Mr. Glaze admits that
he set out to create evidence that I was neglecting my stu
dents during this crisis. Mr. Glaze further admitted to the
Washington Post that he was "seething" about my com
mentary as a Clinton supporter (Mr. Glaze has not made
a secret of his intense hostility for me and my commentary
in a series of messages to my office.) What Mr. Glaze
produced as his evidence of neglect was a record of a brief
call to my secretary followed 13 minutes later by a fraudu
lent call from a purported ABC producer. During the week
in question, I was at home with a newborn son. My secre
tary, however, has no record of any message being left by
Mr. Glaze in his first call despite the fact that she was
recording every call in my absence that week.
Students who requested appointments or return calls
were accommodated. There is no reason why my secre
tary would treat Mr. Glaze differently from other students

if he identified himself and asked for a return call. (If
there was such a message, I would have simply acknowl
edged that I failed to return a call during a week that I was
occupied with the birth of my son and litigation demands.)
For his part, Mr. Glaze has objected that I would take my
secretary's account over his own. However, Mr. Glaze's
insistence that he would never misrepresent the content of
this first call ignores the fact that he admits to lying in the
second call (in his misrepresentation of a call from ABC).
It is difficult to insist on unquestioned veracity when you
engage in acts of misrepresentation.
Fourth, it would not have been a difficult task to
engineer a return call by leaving a fraudulent message.
One needs only to be willing to lie. If Mr. Glaze had said
that he was my wife's doctor or my dog's veterinarian, he
would have had similar results.
As it turns out, I returned to my office that week to
handle a matter with ABC. I represent individuals in a
series of high-profile constitutional and criminal cases,
including four former U.S. Attorneys General in litigation
related to the White House crisis. I have an obligation to
return calls promptly from media in the interests of my
clients. In addition to issuing statements for the four former
attorneys general that week (which were reported), I was
attempting to kill a story in the Elizabeth Morgan case
that was underway at ABC. A call from an unknown pro
ducer at ABC would have resulted in a number of priority
return calls. This is my job.
Finally, in covering this story, your newspaper
quoted anonymous sources on the faculty as questioning
my credentials as a commentator. It is not difficult to find
academics who are willing to say virtually anything with
out attribution. The use of a student for such comments,
however, says more about the sources and their lack of
integrity than the content of their statements.
It is an easy thing to shout out insults once the lights
go out. Honest academics raise such issues openly and
have the courage to defend their claims. To his credit,
Judge Abner Mikva once questioned my credentials on tele
vision because he knew me primarily from my environ
mental work. After Judge Mikva was given my record,
however, he wrote a letter stating that he no longer ques
tioned my background in both constitutional and criminal
law or my credentials as a commentator on these issues.
While we still have significant disagreements, Judge Mikva
had the integrity to give his remarks for attribution so that
I could respond to him directly.
In reality, I have taught, litigated, and testified in
constitutional and criminal areas for over a decade. I have
taught criminal constitutional procedure courses at two
schools, covering the fourth, fifth, sixth, eighth, and four
teenth amendments, as well as such issues as the grand
jury process. I have also lectured on the Madisonian De
mocracy for years with an Institute in Washington and I
have spoken on this subject to law faculties around the
country. In addition to my academic work, I have prac
ticed in the area of constitutional and criminal law for over
ten years.
As the Shapiro Professor of Public Interest Law, I
direct a variety of constitutional and criminal cases with
students at George Washington in addition to a prison
project. These past cases include arguments under Article
I, Article II, Article III, the first, fourth, fifth, sixth, and
fourteenth amendments as well as the bill of attainder pro
hibition, the due process clause, the separation of powers
doctrine, and other constitutional provisions.
I have specifically litigated many of t he issues in
volved in this crisis, including executive privilege claims,
government attorney-client privilege, the secret service
privilege, and grand jury secrecy issues.
In addition to this litigation background, I have
worked in all three branches of the government and both
houses of Congress. I have also worked as the reporter
and a voting member of the Advisory Group to the United
States Sentencing Commission on drafting federal crimi
nal sentencing laws with Congress and the other two
branches. My work in Congress includes the direction of
an investigation for the House Judiciary Committee's Sub
committee on Crime and Criminal Justice as well as con
sultation with both committees and individual members.
(This work was sufficiently extensive that the University
explored the need to register me as a lobbyist.)

Finally, I have also testified before Congress as an
expert on both constitutional and criminal issues before
and during this crisis. Most recently, I w as called as an
expert to testify in the Senate Judiciary Committee on the
impeachment issues, and I have been asked to testify in
the House Judiciary Committee on the meaning of "high

It is an easy thing to shout insults
once the lights go out
Honest
academics value deliberative debate
in which issues are clearly defined
and openly contested

crimes and misdemeanors."
The point of relating this background is to make
a simple point. There is a reason why some individuals
will only make claims without attribution: they are often
false. This is why anonymity and academics are inherently
in contradiction. Honest academics value deliberative de
bate in which issues are clearly defined and openly con
tested. When presented with a student obsessed with a
commentator, there is little beyond professional integrity
that restrains such individuals in their venting past griev
ances or jealousies. This is enough of a restraint for most
faculty members.
These are the facts of the Glaze hoax. I do not
view the hoax as particularly clever but do consider the
underlying conduct to be disappointing. After Mr. Glaze
first attempted (unsuccessfully) to place this story in Ann
Gerhardt's column in the Washington Post, Mr. Glaze con
tacted my office.
On this occasion, Mr. Glaze assumed the identity of
a Nota Bene reporter and demanded unspecified documents
for the school paper. Mr. Glaze later left a series of insult
ing messages accusing me of a variety of misdeeds touch
ing on every aspect of my professional and academic ca
reer. As I have stated to Mr. Glaze in three different writ
ten responses, what is missing from his conduct is any
evidence of judgment or objectivity. Perhaps the only les
son from this incident is that a legal debate can be pas
sionate without being personal.
As lawyers, we choose not only what to argue but
how we argue. This crisis has raised a host of issues de
serving of our attention and commentary. We should be
passionate about these issues. It is good t hat Mr. Glaze
was "seething" about my commentary. These are issues
that should produce intense debates and closescrutiny. Law
students should challenge the underlying legal or histori
cal claims upon which commentary is based. It is a mis
take, however, to become fixated not on the commentary
but the commentator. Ironically, this typeof obsession with
a commentator only removes Mr. Glaze from a national
debate in which he obviously has strong feelings.For those
of us interested in the issues, we will continue the debate
in an open, ethical, and civil manner.

Jonathan Turley
Shapiro Professor of Public Interest Law

George Washington University Law School

Students and Faculty are
encouraged to submit
Letters to 1:he Editor
in response to anything
written in the
No£a Bene
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Helpful Tips at
Judicial Clerkship
Meeting

a judge, "cast your net broadly." Consider
both judges who have hired GW grads be
fore and different geographic locations.
Professor Robert Brauneis, the Chair
of the Committee, spoke on the application
process. His tips included when to start
the application process and how to write a
cover letter to a judge (the key: brevity).
Professor Renee Lettow spoke last about
interview techniques.
The meeting concluded with the best
advice for getting a clerkship: get to know
your professors. They are instrumental in
the process because they write your letters
of recommendation.
For more information on clerkships,
attend the alumni panel on Tuesday, Octo
ber 27, at 4:00 pm in L401. The panel fea
tures recent grads who are currently doing
clerkships.

A Judicial Clerkship Orientation
Meeting was held last week by the Clerk
ship Committee to introduce 2L's to
clerkships and the application process in
volved in getting one for after graduation.
Dean Michael Young acted as the key
note speaker. As a former clerk, his talk
included many values of doing a clerkship.
These included being able to see, from the
inside, how the legal system operates the
first year out of law school and the oppor
tunities to complete the legal education be
cause of the intense supervision aspect of a
clerkship.
Dean Young also mentioned that not
only are clerkships good training, but
they're fun as well.
Speakers from the Clerkship Com
mittee included Professor Brad Clark, who
spoke on why graduates should do a clerk
ship. Professor Clark emphasized that do
ing a clerkship gives new lawyers an ad
The Trial Court Competition finals
vantage over others when it comes to find were held last Friday in the Moot Court
ing a permanent job.
Room. Finalists included Kathleen
Professor Molot spoke next on pick Callahan and Eden Rood for the plaintiffs
ing a judge to clerk for. He mentioned that and Jonathan Clark and Allison Mattia for
while working for a federal appellate judge the defendants.
carries the most prestige, most trial court
The Honorable Judge James
judges are best if you are looking to gain McKenna from the Circuit Court of Mary
litigation skills.
land, Montgomery County, presided over
Professor Molot said, when selecting the mock trial and gave inspirational openupvn-

ing comments.
Judge McKenna first mentioned three
axioms for lawyers: The practice of law is
a noble profession; People at the top of the
profession are trial lawyers; Criminal trial
lawyers deserve a lot of credit.
The judge also cleared up some com
mon misconceptions about Shakespeare's
quote from Henry VI,"Let's kill all the law
yers." Because this was spoken by an an
archist who wanted to bring down the Brit
ish government, Judge McKenna concluded
that if you want to topple a government,
you have to kill off all lawyers.
This year's mock trial was based on
a sexual harassment claim. Trial Court
Board members Evan Selig, Amy Clark,
and Laura Stover should all be congratu
lated for putting on this year's competition.

Professor Turley
Judge McKenna
Banned from
Presides Over Trial New York Times
In the Capital Comments section of
Court Finals
the October Washingtonian, the New York
Times Washington Bureau has declared
their office a "Turley-Free Zone."
Don't expect to find Professor Turley
in print in the Times, because news corre
spondents have been prohibited from quot
ing him. This is mainly due to the view
that Professor Turley has no expertise in
Constitutional Law, as his bestknown cases
have involved people injured by toxic
SfStfflcSfeshington
criennuaiy.
Bureau
uuit.au nab
has declared
uc

META/LAW Program Begins
BY NOTA BENE STAFF

After two formal sessions,
the new MetaLaw program begun
this year by Professor Bob Tuttle
and new assistant Dean of Student
Affairs John Lord has listened to
a sonata, discussed discipline
through dance, and gone rock
climbing.
The program, a three year
long experiment, involves just
over 20 members of the first year
class. It aims to give students a
different perspective on the law
through the prism of various dis
ciplines and experiences.
lLs were all invited to join
the group during the first few
weeks of class. Those interested in
the program were asked to briefly
outline their reasons for joining
the group, which ranged from ex
ploring the influence of art on law
to meeting people beyond a single

[l/fxw

character went through some transforma
tions before the program was finally ac
cepted.
According to the program's pro
spectus, the structure of the program will
consist of a week-long "summer camp"
for law professors every other year
Mitchell said that this camp will function
much like a school - complete with as
signed readings. While the camp will
focus much of its attention on economics,
I there will be considerable attempt to
broaden the scope to include lectures in
many different fields including sociology,
business, and philosophy.
On the off years, there will be con
ferences, with themes, designed to allow
scholars to present draft papers on differ
ing corporate issues. Eventually, the pro
gram is hoping to expand to include a
magazine featuring the papers presented
and perhaps even a web site with links to
related interest areas.
Mitchell, who described the
program's future as "exciting and terri
fying," has already set the wheels in mo
tion for the first camp where he hopes to
define certain issues and discuss the glo
balizing economic order.
Professor William Bratton, who is
visiting GW this semester from Rutgers
and a targeted instructor for the camp,
said, "grants like this are hard to come
by. Professor Mitchell should be congratu
lated for taking the initiative ""Social
questions have indeed been put on the
back burner in corporate law - it's time

to change that," added Bratton, a criti
cize! of traditional law and economics.
Mitchell said he is confident that
he will be able to assemble a prestigious

p<v>tiAn
—a.
*
i •« i • .
section.
structure, while limiting in one found that my other inter
There are no plans to extend sense, frees the expression. ests informed my under advisoiy board. He alsosaid that he would
the program to other years.
Similarly, the law, through its standing of the law," Lord like to get as many members of faculty
involved as possible and is working on
"I'm sure that next year's standard structures, frees said.
the specifics of student involvement.
class will have opportunities that thought.
this class did not have," Dean
There is no planned cur
Lord said, adding that other pro riculum. Topics will be decided
fessors oradministrators may wish on a rolling basis. One possible
to copy the program if it works ongoing activity that the class
well.
has discussed is making a film.
Each participant has signed
The group meets in for
a pledge that information revealed mal sessions every other
in the program will be kept confi Thursday. On the alternate
dential to encourage as open par Thursdays, informal sessions
ticipation as possible.
involving activities will be
Future plans include trips to held. The first informal session
"places of incarceration" as well found the metastudents climb
as museums and the theater.
ing the artificial rock wall in
The first session after the in the Smith center.
troductory session examined the
The idea for the program
concept of the freeing effects of came from Lord's own experi
discipline, using the specific ex ences.
ample of dance. The concept ex
"When I first studied
plored was that imposing disci law, it was such a large part of
pline in one area can be freeing in my life that it informed my
another. An example might be other interests, and then as I
TASTE the DIFFERENCE
writing a poem in set form: the began doing other things I
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PffFITVF5"S" Wrus Life on
(Jeremy Piven, one of my favorite comic actors), while
having sex with the prostitute in the bathroom, acciden
tally
impales her against a towel h ook. A security guard
Todd Bowden (Brad Renfiro), high school genius,
investigates
all the noise and sees the body. Boyd stabs
has an obsession with the Holocaust. Lucky for him there's
him,
but
doesn't
immediately kill him, leaving the guard
a Nazi war criminal in the neighborhood. Armed with his
trapped
and
dying
in the bathroom. When all is said and
findings, Todd blackmails Kurt Dussander (Ian McKellan)
done,
there's
a
bloody
mess. It's at this point where most
into giving him what his books could not, a first hand per
of
the
walkers
did
their
walking. But it gets worse. They
sonal account of what it was like to be at a concentration
still
have
to
get
rid
of
the
bodies. Don't forget this is a
camp. What promisingly starts out as an exploration into
comedy,
and
a
very
funny
one
at that.
the nature of evil disappointingly transforms into a simple
After
Vegas,
things
fall
apart as paranoia and sib
lesson in manipulation as each player attempts to outdo
ling rivalry set in to slowly but surely
the other in his battle for personal
destroy their friendship and lives.
survival. Sure Dussander's a war
Boyd
is determined tokeep everything
criminal, but Todd's been aware of
under wraps and will do anything to
him for months. What would the au
achieve that goal. And then there's
thorities think? Or the neighbors for
Laura (Cameron Diaz), Kyle's fiance,
that matter.
a manipulative woman who is deter
Ian McKellan gives a pow
mined to get married, letting abso
erful performance as Dussander, a
lutely nothing get in her way
"Mr. Magoo" watching villain of the
Cameron Diaz gives
first order. A performance that could
yet another strong performance,
easily be played for melodramatic
showing that she is one of America's
fright is instead subtle and creepy.
finest comedic actors, male or female.
Dussander is not an overbearing, cliHers is the only of the three leading
ched villain but a controlled, truly
actors' performances that is wholly
frightening individual. Brad Renfro,
original. Slater's Boyd, though en
however, is too subtle. He plays Todd
tertaining, is an older, slightly more
with dead eyes, attempting to affect
mature version of Slater's J.D. from
a coldness and apathy to the horrors
Heathers, a manipulative, homicidal
he is learning. Todd should be more
maniac solving problems with a
of an active participant on his path
skewed sense of morality. Favreau's
to evil but is instead a sponge, sim
Kyle is a revisit to Swingers' Mikey,
ply taking in what Dussander tells
By Travis Skaggs
a self loathing mensch, kowtowing to
him. While the bland expressions
Features Editor
others to gain self-worth.
work in his more violent actions,
The film itself starts
showing how nothing affects him, he
out slowly,but once thebachelor party
should at least appear interested with
the stories being told him. David Schwimmer, as Todd's hits, so does the film, moving quickly, with the occasional
guidance counselor ("He guides. He counsels"), is continu bump, to its gloriously offensive, wonderfullyhilarious con
clusion. The film has its flaws (apart from the brutality),
ously upstaged by his own mustache.
Bryan Singer effectively controls the mood with many pacing problems and a sometimes irritating
through his direction, creating tension and moving the story performance by Daniel Stern as Michael's brother. Only a
along at a brisk pace, with the help of John Ottman's score. great ending would have justified the final ten minutes of
Singer effectively uses shocking imagery to demonstrate the film, which dragged. The finale was beyond my dreams,
Todd descent into madness, though not evil. Unfortunately a comedic whirlwind that left me breathless with laughter.
the final half hour becomes a game of one-upmanship, as I would see the film again just to see this ending. In order
Todd and Dussander try to take control of the situation for to get that far, the viewer must first have a strong stomach
self-preservation. Todd just "becomes" evil as opposed to and a twisted sense of humor. Grade: B+
transforming into it. There is no subtle transformation; it
happens almost overnight. A powerful performance by
Life is Beautiful
McKellan and a tension-filled first hour are able to over
come a somewhat disappointing portrayal by Renfro and
Roberto Benigni's film of an Italian Jewish
descent into after-school special during the final minutes waiter's use of humor to bring others happiness, even
of the film. Grade: B+
through the great tragedv of the Holocaust, is an almost
Apt Pupil

Cinematic
Ramblings

Very Bad Things
The title neatly captures the essence of writer-di
rector Peter Berg's little pitch black comedy that is most
definitely not for everyone. Just ask those who walked out
halfway through. There's a little for everyone: sex, vio
lence, drugs, violence, and lots of offensive humor. Did I
mention the violence? Subtlety is simply not a word in
Berg's film making vocabulary.
Kyle Fisher (John Favreau from Swingers) is get
ting married. He and his buddies are going to Vegas f or
the bad
party, thrown by Boyd (Christian Slater), the
atr.o
'eror,he picture. You see, Boyd's hired a pros
titute w
he liquor and the drugs. It's at this
point
happen. Very bad things. Michael

Unfortunately, the film's disjointedness proves too great
to be ignored, flawing what could have been the year's
greatest film.
In the late 1930s, Guido (Benigni) is starting a
new life in a large Tuscan town as a waiter for his uncle.
He falls in love with Dora (Nicoletta Braschi), a school
teacher who is already engaged. Through a series of physi
cal comedic adventures, Guido wins Dora's heart. Five
years later, with a son Giosue, Guido is sent to a concen
tration camp. In order to protect his son's innocense, he
invents an absurd game, trying desperately to bring hu
mor in the worst possible place.
Unfortunately, film's two halves do not mesh
See MOVIES pg 7

STUDENT GROUPS!
Let Nota Bene work for you.
Advertise your meetings in our upcoming issues!

the Web..
BY ANDREA CH EMHNSKI

Editor-in-Chief

This weeks picks:
WebDweller's Average Human
http://scorpio.idl.com.au/home/spun/
webdweller/
An intriguing experiment to find the average
human by morphing submitted photos into one image take a look or even submit your own picture to themix.
World Federation of Great Towers
http://www.great-towers.com/
Take a trip to the top of some of the world's
great towers. In cities and cultures around the world
man has always reached for the heights - a fascinating
collection of tower information.
Jefferson Moses
http://www.ioweb.com/civilwar/
The memoirs, diary, and life of Private
Jefferson Moses, a Union soldier during the Civil War.
The site givesthe war a personal feel and contains some
interesting observations from those "common men" in
the army.
Africam
http://www.africam.com/
One of the better uses for a webcam. These
folks have cameras located at two waterholes in the
Sabi Sand Reserve and Kruger National Park in
Mpumalanga, South Africa. Stop by to catch a glimpse
of lions, leopards, and elephants.
Space Shuttle PressKit
http://www.shutllcpresskit.com/
All the details of the upcoming space launches,
including the Discovery OV103 which is set for Octo
ber 29th at 2pm.
The Art of World War I
http://www.art-wwl.com/
A collection of over 100 paintings from the
major museums of Europe, brought together to com
memorate the 80th anniversary of the signing of the
November Armistice
Legendary Lighthouses
http://www.pbs.org/legendarylighthouses/
A guiding light through their history. Stop by
and find your way to shore.
The Magic Channel
http://www.magicchannel.com/
A massive index to magic related sites on the
'net. Stop by and learn a new trick; make a lasting
impression at your interview by pulling a coin from a
partner's ear.
Dead Lawyers
http://www.deadlawyers.com/
Sick, twisted, demented - and prettydarn funny
The Illusion Works
http://www.illusionworks.com/
If cases haven't twisted your brain around
enough take a minute to view these optical illusions
and it surely will be.

Do you have a web page that you think others
would find interesting? Or did you just stumble across
something so strange it just had to be shared? Either
way, feel free to drop me a line at hoo@liooloovoo com
and give me your suggestions for future columns. And
heck if you re ally have that much time to kill surf on
over to my page at http://www.hooloovoo.com/
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Halloween On-line: Spooky Sitet, Dastardly Downloads
With the haunting holiday just around the
corner here's a collection of frightfully inter
esting websites.

get your own virtual pumpkin
Haunted Halloween: Fearful Facts
to Witches Brew
http://www.spooky,org.u k/
Well the title pretty much says
it all - just about all the spooky stuff you
could want.

Absolutely Halloween
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/
7134/Halloween/hall.htm
Puzzles, games, and a build your own
Haunted House model to print and create. Very
scary!

Yahoo's Haunted House Directory
http://dir.yahoo.com/
Society_and_Cultu re/
Holidays_and_Observances/Halloween/Haunted_Houses/
Take a look at the list and stop
by and open a few doors - if you dare!

Halloween Darksite
http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Corri dor/9666/
Let Unicialle, your spirit guide, take
you through the site and show you how to make
some truly spooky decorations. Explore your
creative side!

Have a Yucky Halloween
http://www. Yucky.com/
yuckykids/
In the true spirit of a kid's Hal
loween, a collection of ideas and recipes
that are sure to gross just about anybody
out.

Halloween Eternal
http://home. rmci.net/gatemi/index.htm
A full collection of images and spooky
sounds to make your computer hauntingly one
with the season.
O'Neill's Ghost Stories
http://www. ghostories.com/
A massive archive of bone chilling ghost stories a perfect read to get you into that Halloween spirit. Curl
up with your computer tonight.

The Pumpkin Patch
http://www.holidays.net/halloween/pumpkin.htm
Read the history of the jack-o-lantern and then

Berkeley's Halloween Recipes
http://soar.berkeley.edu/recipes/holiday/
halloween/
A massive collection of the how-to of serving up
a real Halloween feast.

I Was a Friday's Waiter for Two Hours
The Perils of Law School and a Part-time Job
BY TRAVIS SKAGGS

Features Editor
There comes a time when the fancies
of law students turn from thoughts of
whether or not to attend Crim Pro on Mon
days to more important matters. Such as
how am I going to pay myrent. While some
friends of mine have made arcane pacts with
their parents, enabling them to attend
school loan free, my parents' philosophy
generally consisted of the phrase, pay it
yourself. While not placed so bluntly, I was
expected to take the brunt of the burden of
debt upon my not so broad shoulders.
In simplistic terms, I needed a parttime job. The Classifieds took me to my
first, table server at Xando Coffee and Bar.
Table service was not my intention. I was
initially hired as a bartender, having some
experience in the field of mixology. How
ever, other more qualified applicants
quickly supplanted me in this endeavor.
Though I was promised a shift or two some
where down the road, the turnover rate for
servers at Xando being approximately
twenty minutes, a server I would stay.
A wise person once said that every
one should be forced to wait tables for three
weeks. Maybe then a person may be able
to appreciate just how difficult maintain
ing eight tables without a busperson or host
holding customers back until the table is
clean really is. Or realize that it is possible

for a coffee drink to take 20 minutes to cre
ate without it being anyone's fault. That's
right, when there's just two espresso ma
chines and a rush of ten to fifteen orders at
once, drinks will take time.
That's not to say that there is no such
thing as poor service. If a restaurant is not
busy but your server is nowhere to be seen,
a complaint is warranted. I'm just saying
that you should try to consider things from
the server's point of view. A wrong order
could be the fault of many people: theserver,
the cook, and quite possibly the customer.
Enough proselytizing. Time to get back to
my point.
There's just not enough time in the
week for five classes, an internship, this
cushy job, a part-time job, and a life. One
of them had to go. Unfortunately, I did not
come to this realization until 1 had left the
flock of Xando and its trendy servers (how
I got that job I know not, nor do those who
know me), and joined the evil in red and
white stripes that is TGIFriday's.
To me Friday's represented the pos
sibility of more money. There's only so
much tip you can make at Xando where the
most expensive item is about $6. There had
to be more. I just didn't realize what I had
gotten myself into. Not until it was toolate.
We've all seen the commercials.
Friday's is a place of fun. It's practically
mandatory. The reality of the workplace
that is Friday's is oh so different. It's not a
joyless nightmare of torments, but it's defi

MOVIES
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nitely not a world of laughs and giggles. 1
had spent two hours on the floor in the re
quired Friday's uniform (the striped shirt,
suspenders, black pants, and wacky hat and
buttons that I m yself provided. A jester's
hat for those wondering) and faced a week's
worth of such pleasure yet to come when I
realized something important. I just did
not have the time to subject myself to this
brand of humiliation.
It took two months and a job change
to finally realize that trying to maintain a
productive law school semester with a job
waiting tables, all the while having a so
cial life (such as it is), was not easy. Nigh
impossible really. It was like trying to
juggle three full time jobs. I can't even
juggle three balls.
For those playing at home, there
aren't any truly horrible secrets from either
establishment that I could reveal. Both res
taurants maintained a level of cleanliness
and professionalism that can be expected
when dealing with a high quantity of hun
gry and thirsty, not to mention sometimes
temperamental, patrons. However, I do
have one warning in connection with
Friday's. Eat the House Salad at your own
risk. You are basically making an implied
covenant with the waiter that he/she has
washed his/her hands. That is all. I can
only say that I'm glad I have somewhat
understanding parents willing to help out,
though only after first straggling through
it on my own.

Proudly serving
GW law students
for over
12 years!

Washington Deli
1990 K Street NW
331-3344
$1.00 OFF
ANY SANDWICH
OR
$.50 OFF
PIZZA MEAL DEAL

FROM PG 6

damaging his youth and innocense.
Though there are mentions of the gassings
smoothly enough to create a whole.Guido's and deaths through hard labor, these ap
wooing of his principessa recalls the clas pear to be me rely thrown in to show that
sic films of Chaplin and Keaton, demon the concentration camp is a bad place and
strating Benigni's mastery of physical com do not show what Giosue is being protected
edy. This portion is too long and does not from. Had Benigni properly set the Holo
flow smoothly into the extreme seriousness caust in its place, his could have been the
of the concentration camp setting. Benigni first film to possibly win both Best Picture
does not set up the horror of the camp and Best Foreign Language Film at next
enough to properly contrast Guido's attempt year's Oscars. Only the latter seems a defi
to keep up the spirits of his son without nite. Grade: B+

Expires November 9, 1998

Offer is Valid only with Coupon
Not Valid with any Other Offer
One Coupon Per Order
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LAW SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Jacob Burns Law Library News
Library Research Sessions

Instructor: Herb Somers, Foreign/International Law
Librarian (hsomers@burns.nlc.gwu.edu)

If you are interested in sharpening or extending
your research skills, the Burns Law Library invites you to
attend one or more of its upcoming in
structional programs.
Sessions will be hosted by reference librarians, who will
discuss and demonstrate a variety of print and electronic
research sources.
Enrollment for each of these classes is limited to
the first 16 students who sign up. Use the sign up sheets at
the Reference Desk on the first floor
of the Library or send an e-mail
message to the instructor listed for
the program(s) you wish to attend.
If space limitations prevent you
from attending a particular session,
the library will try to schedule a re
peat of the program at a later date.

What's New...On the Law
Library Home Page

Researching Federal
Environmental Regulations
Date: Thursday, October 29
Time: 1:15pm - 2:30pm
Room: SL110, Stockton Cel
lar in the Library
Instructor: Germaine Leahy,
Head of Reference/Environmental

L

a

w

Libranan(gleahy@burns.nlc.gwu.edu)

Researching Treaties
and Other International Agreements
Date: Thursday, November 12
Time: 1:15pm - 2:30pm
Room: SL110, Stockton Cellar in the Library

The What's New section of the Law Library home
page contains descriptions of new resources available
through our home page as well as in the Library. There
are also links provided to informa
tion on Library research sessions
being offered during the semester,
new library research publications,
and new CD-ROM databases avail
able through the Library network.
The list of new CD-ROM databases
provides students and faculty with
online access to a number of re
sources not available through
LEXIS or WESTLAW. These in
clude: selected state digests, DC
Code. DC Reporter. Maryland Re
ports. Maryland Code. Virginia
Code. Virginia Administrative Code.
CCH Government Contracts data
base, BNA's Environment Library
on CD-ROM, and the United Na
tions Treaty Index.
The Internet Update is a
regular feature of the What's New
section of the Law Library's home
page. The Internet Update is compiled by m embers of
the Reference staff of the Law Library and issued monthly
as a service to the Law School community. Internet Up
date selectively lists new Web sites on a variety of legal

APALSA

and non-legal topics. Each site listed contains a descrip
tion of and link to the site. It is also possible to search the
list of sites included in the Internet Update.

Researching Articles in
Foreign Legal Periodicals
The Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (IFLP) has
been added to the growing list of Web databases available
at the Burns Law Library. The IFLP indexes the contents
of nearly five hundred foreign and international legal pe
riodicals and essay collections published worldwide. The
database provides in-depth coverage of public and private
international law, comparative law, and the national law
of all jursidictions other than the United States, the U.K.,
Canada, and Australia. The print edition of IFLP has been
published since 1960; the online version begins coverage
in 1985 and is updated quarterly.
Searching IFLP online is easy. First, select "In
dex to Foreign Legal Periodicals" from the "Internet Re
sources" section of the Library's menu. Then, click in the
box next to "Foreign Legal Per." and again on "Search."
You may search by author, title, subject, or "words any
where." Search results consist of citations to articles; nei
ther abstracts nor lull text are provided at this time. Re
sults may be printed, saved to disk, or e-mailed.
IFLP indexes many law reviews not indexed else
where, making it a valuable resource for students research
ing foreign and international topics for seminar papers,
dissertations, or law review notes. If you need to find ar
ticles on foreign or international law subjects written in
English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, or even Chi
nese or Japanese, the IFLP is an essential research tool.

Registration News from

the Student Affairs Office
BY DIONNE L. ROLLER
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Fall Sweatshirt
Sale!
Monday, October 26: 2-5 pm

Tuesday, October 27: 1-5 pm
Wednesday, October 2 8: 1-5 pm
Thursday, October 2 9: 1-5 pm
in t he Burns Alcove

Bring your checkbook and buy
your
GW
ownLaw sweatshirt!
Hooded and Crewneck
available!

Deputy Assistant Dean of
Student Affairs
It's that time again . . . exams are
right around the corner, and spring, 1999
registration is here. To ensure that regis
tration goes smoothly, we in Student Af
fairs wanted to giveyou a heads-up on what
to expect.
Registration packets will be distrib
uted by Wednesday, Oct ober 28. Packets
will be available under the first floor black
board. 3L day, 3L and 4L evening and
LL.M. students will register on Wednes
day, November 4 from 3:00 - 8:15 pm in
LL101. 2L day and evening students will
register the following Wednesday, Novem
ber 11, from 3:00 -8:15 pm in LL101.
Both Dean Lord and I will beon hand
at the registration sessions to answer any
questions you might have.
REMEMBER - Registration is con
ducted by lottery. Therefore, you do not
have to be there at 3:00 pm shaip to secure
your place in Coastal, Navigation, and
Wetlands Resource Law(or any other musthave course).

Dean Lord and I will also be avail
able for academic advising before the reg
istration sessions. We will be in the Burns
alcove on Diesday, November 3 (for 3L
day, 3L and 4Levening and LL.M. students)
and Ttiesday, November 10 (for 2Lday and
evening students) from 4:00 - 6:00 pm.
Of course, you don't have to wait un
til then to come and ask us questions. Stop
in the Student Affairs office any time.
Finally, in the "real world" experi
ence categoiy, for those of you interested in
finding out about the clinics, there will be
an Open House on Ttiesday, November 3
from 5:00 - 6:00 pm in Room L401.
Also, for anyone who is interested in
participating in the Government Contracts
Law or Jessup Moot Court competitions
next spring, note that registration will NOT
take place this semester. As we did at the
beginning of this semester, there will be in
formation sessions during the add/drop pe
riod where you can find out the dates of the
competitions and what they entail, and reg
istration will take place at that time.
We look forward to seeing you at reg
istration.
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New Student Organization
Provides Legal Support at Protest
members of the Guild, students
were able to obtain information
from the police concerning
charges and where the protesters
were being held after repeated re
quests by other protesters for the
same information were ignored.
While they primarily pro
vided support for those NLG
members who had licenses to prac
tice law, many protesters ex-

available to various organizations
holding demonstrations in Wash
ington.
The GW Chapter also plans
The GW Law School Chap
to sponsor speakers so students
ter of the National Lawyers Guild,
will have a better understanding
which has not even had its first
of how practicing attorneys are
organizational meeting yet, none
contributing to broad efforts for
theless provided several volunteer
social justice. Guild lawyers work
legal observers for civil disobedi
on innovative lawsuits challeng
ing government policies, defend
ence protesters at the "Day With
ing grassroots initiatives, and call
out the Pentagon" demonstration
ing corporations to account for
on Monday, October 19th.
The members of the GW
their actions.
Chapter of NLG worked with
The Chapter would increase
"It's important for
Guild lawyers to provide legal sup
exposure to career options in
police and policy
port at the Pentagon, and re
which "public interest" is a seri
makers to know that
mained at the prison processing
ous political agenda and a fullcenter until the final protesters the legal community is time occupation. It would also
were released that evening.
provide interested students an op
committed to
About 30 people were ar
portunity to work with area attor
rested, including Daniel Ellsberg
protecting protesters." neys, whether as legal observers
of "Pentagon Papers" fame.
at demonstrations or as "behind
-NLG Attorney
the scenes" legal researchers.
NLG is a 62-year old asso
The GW Chapter's first
ciation of lawyers, law students,
meeting will be held Thursday,
and other legal workers who join
together, in the words of its con pressed appreciation for the stu October 29 at 4:00pm. For more
stitution, "in the service of the dents' efforts;one woman who was information, contact Zachary
people, to the end that human arrested said she was comforted to Wolfe, 2L-Day.
At the meeting, NLG attor
rights shall be more sacred than know that lawyers and law stu
neys
working
in the Washington
dents were "looking out for us."
property interests."
Area
will
describe
their work, im
The War Resisters League
"It's important for police
portant
cases
being
pursued, and
and
policy-makers
to
know
that
and other organizers of the "Day
Without the Pentagon" hoped to the legal community is commit what the Guild has to offer to po
call attention to excessive military ted to protecting protesters' litically motivated law students.
spending at the expense of social rights," said NLG attorney Ed Come hear about what you can do
to challenge retrogressive govern
programs. NLG was asked to pro ward Elder.
One task of the GW Chap ment policies, make corporations
vide the legal support for protest
ter will be to work with students accountable for their actions, and
ers who chose to risk arrest.
Students found that they from other area law schools to es defend civil rights and liberties.
could be of great assistance. Sim tablish a substantial poolof trained
ply by identifying themselves as legal observers who can then be
BY ZACHARY WOLFE

lis

Meet Yonr CDO
Section Advisor
Initial meetings will be
held on the following days:
Section 11
November 4
2:00 pm, L401
Section 12
November 3
10:15 am, LL101
Section 13
November 5
11:00 am, L301
Section 14
November 5
12:15 pm, LL101

"Law students just
ain't funny."
Prove them wrong! Prove them all wrong!

Write for
LAW REVUE
If yo u've got a bone to pick or a point to make
and think you can make a humorous skit or
song out of it, write it down and submit it to
the Law Re vue show.

Submit your skits/songs by

NOVEMBER 12

to Vanessa Hopgood, Executive Director,
3L day

Law Revue - Cheaper
than therapy

From The Clinics...
Immigration Clinic
Professor Alberto Manuel Benftez

similar to that in M.L.'s case, above, al
though here the U.S. citizen was the step
parent and the alien was the stepchild.
Again, thanks to excellent research and
fact-finding by former Clinic student Jen
nifer E. Chung, the relevant criteria were
satisfied. The IJ correctly praised Janet's
lawyering skills.
On a different topic, the Clinic will
be filing an amicus curiae brief with the
U.S. Supreme Court in the case of INS v.
Aguirre-Aguirre. #97-1754, which is on the
Court's docket for this term. The legal is
sue presented is whether the alien is barred
from eligibility for withholding of deporta
tion pursuant to §243(h) of the INA.
The Department of Justice, which pe
titioned for a writ of certiorari from a favorable-to-the-alien ruling by the Ninth
Circuit, argues that there are "serious rea
sons to believe that the alien committed a
serious nonpolitical crime outside the
United States before the alien arrived in the
United States;" §243(h)(2)(C) of the INA.
The Ninth Circuit's decision can be
found at 121 F.3d 521 (1997). Clinic stu
dent Todd G Willis will have primary re
sponsibility for researching and writing the
brief.

Immigration Clinic students have
obtained victories in immigration court re
cently, and as a result three aliens are now
lawful permanent residents of the United
States.
On September 9,1998, Clinic student
James C. Crescitelli persuaded immigration
judge (IJ) John M. Bryant to grant the ad
justment of status application of his client
M.L., from Ethiopia. M.L. was the benefi
ciary of an alien relative petition filed by
her U.S. citizen daughter.
The legal issue was complicated by
the fact that M.L. is not her dau
ghter's natu
ral mother. Yet the Immigration & Nation
ality Act (INA) permits stepchildren to pe
tition for their st epparents if certain spe
cific criteria are satisfied.
Thanks to the terrific research and
fact-finding by former Clinic student
Rebecca M. Cazabon, these criteria were
satisfied.
James was properly
complimented by the IJ for his in-court per
formance.
On October 15, 1998, Janet Y. Sh ih
convinced IJ M. Christopher Grant to ad
Professor Joan Meier
just the status of her clients S.Y. and A.M..,
from Kazakhstan. S.Y. and A.M. are
mother and son, respectively, and each one
The Domestic Violence Advocacy
was the beneficiary of an alien relative pe Project has recently converted from a onetition filed by S.Y.'s U.S. citizen spouse.
year clinic to a one-semester clinic. As a
The legal issue in A.M. 's case was result, we will be accepting 2L and 3L stu

DVAP

dent applications for the Spring Semester.
All 2L's and 3L's who have completed Evi
dence and Criminal Procedure are encour
aged to apply.
In addition, 2L's may have the op
portunity to be selected to be the DVAP's
student director next year. The Student
Director is a paid research assistant who
assists Professor Meier in administering the
DVAP and working on cases. Students who
have previously participated in the DVAP
are eligible for this position.
If you are interested in the DVAP, be
sure to attend the Clinic Open House on
November 3. DVAP students are selected
based on a written application and an in
terview. Application forms are available
in your registration packets and at the clin
ics. Applicants should fill out a DVAP ap
plication and set up an interview time with
Professor Meier as soon as possible.
If you are interested in the Student
Director position for next year, please feel
free to contact the current Student Direc
tor, Kerri Ruttenberg, 3L day.

Clinics:
This space is for you!
Put submissions for the next
issue in the Nota Bene Box
in t he Record's Office by:
November 5!
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Car Story: Watch Your Back
BV DAVID HALE

News Editor
Recently, I drove my car into school.
I was lucky enough to find a space on H
Street, right by the Cart Lady.1 began back
ing into the spot (as one does). Suddenly a
woman slapped my back window and glared
at me. Apparently I had almost hit her when
she strode from the sidewalk to my
blindspot to right behind my car headed in
reverse.
I refuse to believe that I am at fault.
People who walk behind cars that are
going in reverse are stupid.
Unfortunately, this does not appear
to be an issolated incident. Since I had my
encounter, I have seen three other occasions
where a person has stepped behind a car
parallel parking only to be narrowly avoided
by the driver. (I haven't driven in since the
incident, for unrelated reasons.)
This behavior is stupid.
Cars do generally stop when some
one steps in front of them. This
phenomenen is directly tied to the fact that
the driver of the car can see precisely where
he is going. It is also tied to the fact that no
one in there right mind would walk right
in front of a moving car.
A non-trivial subset of those same
people would blithely walk behind a car

backing into a parking space. Perhaps they
believe that it won't hurt as much to be hit
by the big flat back of a car instead of the
much pointier front end. They are incor
rect.
Those white lights that turn on when
a car is in reverse are there for a reason.
They tell pedestrians, "Only an idiot would
walk right behind this car and be ur n over."
Some refuse to listen. Or maybe they're idi
ots. If so, GW needs to seriously re-evalu
ate its admissions policy.
As a person who mostly a pedestrian,
I can understand how easy it is to forget
what it is like todrive. Pedestrians just don't
think about whether a driver can see them
or not. So let us clear up the question: NO,
the driver can not see you right behind the
corner of his bumper. You might as well be
Casper the friendly ghost. He doesn't see
you He probably won't even feel you as you
collapse under his wheels. If you are lucky,
he'll notice as he gets out of car. If you are
especially lucky, he'll even care.
If the world were fair he would have
the right to sue youfor scratching his paint.
Note: As our most esteemed Manag
ing Editor was recently hit by a courier on
a bicycle at the corner of 21st and H, let it
be known that bikes are supposed to obey
traffic signals, just like cars. The man rode
away after stopping only briefly. He didn 1
even apologize.

F r o f e e e o r e >\

Here's your chance
showcase all
that cool stuff you k eep in your
office!
you have a special object, good luck charm,
picture, totem, etc..., and don't mind sha ring it
with the Law School, leave a brief description
of the object and an explanation of why you
keep it in your office in the
If

NOTA BENE
box in th e Records Office.
We'll send the photographer!

Working on a Campaign?

I

\f you' re having an interesting political experience thand

you would like to share, contact:
Travis Skaggs, 3L Day

© 1998. National Crima Prevention Council

Share Your Wisdom!!
Are you a Deans Yellow?
Do you do humanitarian work?
Are you taking a clinic?
Did you have a cool summer job?
The Alota Bene is interested in profiling 3Ls to share their
experiences with the law school community.
Students interested in being profiled should leave their name and
contact information with David Hale (3L Day)

wnars
he high
on now?
Support.

It was Eddie's first day back from drug
rehab. He'd been clean and sober for thirty
days. He was scared about making it outside.
But b e found support in the community.
Treatment programs and people like you h elp
Eddie and kids like him stay away from drugs.
Eddie knows it's one day at a time. He also
knows he doesn't have to do it alone.

LESS CRIME IS
NO ACCIDENT
It takes you — and p rograms that work.
Call 1-800-WE PREVENT, and we'll send
you a free booklet on how you c an support
programs in your c ommunity that keep kids
away from crime and crime away from kids.

800 W E P R E V E N T

Write for Nota Bene
Deadline for next inne it
November 4,1998
£00 p.m.
For more Information contact
Andrea (hempinski ()l Day)
or call (201) 676-3879
EditorialMfirt Artklff featiirertlinkntiiilcnt Organizations
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LORD FROM PG 3

sion period. Cerne Abbas was a close rela
tive of Cu Chulainn, who isthe "Irish Achil
he uses this turnip-lantern to light his way, les", and was said to have been romanti
and wanders, keening, in search of any cally linked with Queen Morrigan, but that
place at all that will have him. And hence might just be one of those Irish rumors that
the origin of the term "Jack O'Lantern".
go around. To this day, fertility rituals are
The official 'centre' ofancient Ireland conducted around a Maypole within the
was located at the sacrificial circle at Tara, Cerne Abbas Giant on the feast of Beltanes,
and farmers who had the means would, as which is, on the Druidic calendar, the
Samhain approached, travel great dis springtime antipode of Samhain.
tances to be present there to regale in the
In Bulfmch's Mythology, he states
glories of the Otherworld encounters of the that "Cu Chulainn's father was no mortal
ultimate Ulster hero Cu Chulainn and to man but the Great God Lugh of the Long
witness the mating of the tribal God Daghda Hand" (not to be confused with Learned
with the Raven War Goddess Morrigan - Hand). After living for hundreds of years,
and it was at these festivals that many of Cu Chulainn finally met his glorious end
the enormous "hillside drawings" which on the field of battle, following a skirmish
fascinate archaeologists and anthropologists of immense proportions in which he dis
to this day (and which can only be viewed played his trademark gallantry but, as
properly from great heights) were said to Bulfinch puts it, "in which unfair means
have been carved by hand into the chalky were used to overcome him". Samhain, our
hillsides. Chief among these enormous and Halloween, was created to honor the hero
elaborate works of art is the 180-foot high ics of these Gods and women and men of
Cerne Abbas Giant at Dorset, which was Gods. To whom do we owe such honors
created, probably, during the Roman inva today?

CDO FROM P G 1
those who had worked professionally, and
those who had not. This would allow stu
dents to learn information more tailored to
their specific needs, without overwhelming
the CDO with students that still need the
basic introduction to interviewing lecture.
"It is possible that it was a little bit
elementary... the majority of 1Lstudents are
1L day students, although we're trying to
be responsive to everyone, of course. It's
just step one in how we orient 1L students.
There's no way it can do everything for ev
erybody," said Jill Kirson, Acting Director/
Associate Director of the CDO.

More individualized advice is avail
able to all students. The CDO Student
Manual states, "Members of the CDO Staff

"While parts of the session
were helpful, much of the
material was targeted at
the lowest common
denominator."
-Brian Smith, 1L eve

MEIER FROM
PG 1

Faculty
Members
in writing
for
Nota. Bene

should
contact our
office at:
(202) 676-3879

versity of Denver, the University of Mis
souri, and the Franklin Pierce Law Center
in New Hampshire.
The grant for Virginia was given to
the Virginia Poverty Law Center, while the
Maryland grant was given to the House of
Ruth in Baltimore.
The Domestic Violence Advocacy
Project recently converted from a full-year
program to a one-semester clinic, so it will
be accepting applications from both 2Ls and
3Ls for the spring semester. Anyone who
has completed both Evidence and Crimi
nal Procedure may apply.
In addition, the clinic is looking for
a Student Director for next year. The Stu
dent director is a paid research assistant,
and the position is open to any student who
has previously worked in the clinic.
Students interested in participating in
the clinic should attend to clinic open house
on November 3 and obtain an application
either from the clinic office or in the regis
tration packets. Clinic members are cho
sen based on a written application and in
terview. Interested students are encouraged
to apply as early as possible.
^
14/ ^ 14)

Write For

NOTA BENE

are willing to make individual appoint
ments with evening students outside the
hours of 9:00 am to 5.00 pm."

Law School Events
Tuesday, October 27

Thursday October 29

Clerkship Alumni Panel
Featuring GW Alumni who are currently clerking
L401
4:00 pm

National Lawyers Guild
First Organizational Meeting
L301
4:00 pm

Guerilla Tactics for Getting the
Legal Job of Your Dreams
Featuring Kimm Alayne Walton
LL101
4:00 - 5:30 pm

Monday November 2

Wednesday October 28
CDO Brown Bag Lunch
"Life in a Medium or Small Firm"
LL102
12:00 noon

Entertainment and Sports Law Association Present
An Entertainment Law Brown Bag with
Elena Paul, Esq., & P aige Conner Totaro, Esq.
S304
12:00 -12:50 pm

Friday & Saturday November 6 & 7
NAPIL Career Fair
University of Maryland, College Park
Stamp Student Union
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